[Debatable questions in the surgical treatment of thoracic aortic aneurysms].
Some controversies in the surgical approach to thoracic aortic aneurysms are discussed. The author recommends: to perform echocardiography in patients with aortic aneurysms for detection of intracardiac pathology which may complicate the postoperative course; to combine thoracic aortography with selective coronary angiography in patients with thoracic aortic aneurysm for diagnosis of coronary artery disease; to operate asymptomatic fusiform aneurysm that measure twice or more the size of the normal aorta; to resect and replace dissections of the ascending aorta during cardio-pulmonary bypass; and to use active shunts during resection of the descending and thoraco-abdominal aneurysm.